
ACTING OUT & PUNCTUATE4 PRODUCTIONS
present



Call today to set up your Evaluation
 or Free Trial Hour!    

978-922-2200
4 Enon St, Beverly, MA 
mathnasium.com/northbeverly

This season, give your kids the skills and confidence to
transform their year!  At Mathnasium, we teach students

to truly understand math by building number sense,
efficient techniques, and problem solving skills, which

our caring and highly trained instructors help them apply
to either school work or their own custom curriculum. 

Build Skills, Build Confidence

Grade 1 – College 
PSAT/SAT/ACT Prep 

Face-to-Face Instruction
Homework Help







Acting Out Productions, 
based in Newburyport, MA, 

provides Acting classes to 

students aged 4-18 

in addition to 

performance opportunities

throughout the year. 

www.actingoutproductions.com









The Larcom Theatre, often referred to as “North Shore’s hidden gem” is a beautiful 
and historic family-owned music and performing arts theatre in Downtown 
Beverly. Built in 1912, this 560-seat restored vintage Vaudeville theatre known 
for its amazing acoustics and intimate setting, will take you back in time. As a 
multi-arts venue, the Larcom Theatre is committed to enriching the community 
with quality and variety of music, dance, theatre, comedy, and more. For more 
info visit www.TheLarcom.org.

Punctuate4 Productions is designed to educate, entertain, and promote the 
arts and culture in every form for all ages in Massachusetts and beyond. We tell 
stories that matter. We stimulate, promote, and develop interest in the dramatic 
and literary arts; develop, produce and present theatrical and other dramatic and 
literary works in various forms and formats to the general public and audiences of 
all ages. With a commitment to excellence and a shared passion for collaboration, 
this team of four professional women have come together to form a production 
company dedicated to developing new works, new ideas and new ways of telling 
stories. www.punctuate4.org	

Acting Out Productions, based in Newburyport, MA, provides Acting classes 
to students aged 4-18 in addition to performance opportunities throughout the 
year. We offer a fun and nurturing environment for students of all ages to learn 
the basics of improvisation, self-expression, performance and stagecraft for over a 
decade.  www.actingoutproductions.com

THE PRODUCERS



THE CAST

TIME: New Years Eve, 1985

PLACE: A Video Store

There will be one, ten-minute intermission

PRODUCTION TEAM
DIRECTOR & WRITER

Jack Neary

PRODUCERS
Larcom Theatre, Acting Out Productions & Punctuate4 Productions

STAGE MANAGER
John Budzyna

SET DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION
Kirk Trach

JOHN MANNING (Danny Fleming) is thrilled to be back with 
Acting Out Productions where he previously played Ichabod 
Crane in the Legend of Sleepy Hollow. Some credits include: Flip 
Whitham in the upcoming film Parallel America, directed by 
Oscar-winning writer Ernest Thompson, Gander in Charlotte’s Web 
at the Wheelock Family Theater, and Henry Higgins in My 
Fair Lady at Stage 284 in Hamilton. 

JOCELYN DUFORD (Meredith O’Connor) holds a B.A. in 
Theatre from Dartmouth College with a focus on acting and 
sound design. Recent credits include Georgia in Georgia O’Keefe 
Paints Paradise and Nancy in Kindness and Cruelty: Willa Cather 
in Jaffrey. Favorite past roles include the title role in Mary 
Poppins and Kate Monster in Avenue Q. Jocelyn’s website is 
www.jocelynduford.com.



NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR
First Night was my first play. It started out as a one-act produced in a 
festival at the old Foothills Theatre in Worcester in 1985. Then it was 
reborn as a full length at the Mount Holyoke College Summer Theatre. 
Next, it made its way to its first Equity production at the Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre in Lowell, followed by a highly successful staging in 
San Diego, and another terrific run at the Theatre Lobby in Boston. From 
there, it was presented off-Broadway, where it almost starred Bruno Kirby 
and Cynthia Nixon. (Neither actor ended up doing the show, but that’s 
another story.) In subsequent years it has remained alive, turning up again 
and again, here, there and everywhere. Before I knew it, the play was 
thirty years old, and the setting, a 1980’s-style video store, was a memory. 

So I added one line, and started producing First Night as a period piece, which is what you’re seeing 
here today. With one added line, all the dated references became new, and the story once again 
came alive.  

But never so alive as it is with John Manning and Jocelyn Duford taking on the roles of Danny and 
Meredith. I’ve directed the play many, many times, and this is as good a combination of actors as 
has ever entered this video store. 

I listen to what Danny has to say in First Night and, thirty years after I wrote his words, I still believe 
what he believes about dreams, and why dreams exist. I’m not sure that’s a good thing. 

You tell me.

NOTE FROM THE PRODUCERS
Dear Friends,

There is nothing more magical than discovering a gem in your back 
yard. Punctuate 4 found two. A gem of a theater, The Larcom, and a 
gem of a play, First Night. So putting the two together became our first 
collaboration with the Larcom Theatre and Acting Out Productions.  
Thank you to John Budzyna for making the play happen in Newburyport 
and thank you Donnie and Lisa Crowell for giving it life within the magic 
of the Larcom walls.   

As you leave the theatre today, we hope you will share this gem with your 
friends, family and associates. Sit back, relax and enjoy. We are excited to 
have you with us.  

		          Warmly,

Myriam Cyr 
Director, Artistic Director, Punctuate4 Productions, Inc.

There are some people here that we want to make a special effort to acknowledge. For those we have 
missed, we apologize, but appreciate each and every one of you.
 
Dave Sheppard of Acme Theater, Marc Clopton & the Actors Studio of Newburyport, 
Kelly & Jeff Gray, Kirk Trach, Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center, Noah Greenstein, 
Kathleen Madden Schoenfeld, Laura Dike, Paul Saba, Esq, Dick & Diane Pabich, 
John Koza, Salem Philharmonic Orchestra, and Jerry DiFazio, and Daily Printing

SPECIAL THANKS







SPO is Salem’s own 45 piece full symphony orchestra which has for over 
100 years provided a series of free winter concerts to Salem area residents. 
Consisting primarily of professional musicians drawn directly from our 
community, the orchestra also invites talented students to play alongside its 
professionals for an experience that is nearly impossible to find anywhere 
else in the area.

Programming covers a wide range of musical genres, and every concert 
features one or more soloists, often young musicians who have never had 
the opportunity to work with an orchestra, or a talented professional whose 
abilities should be better known.

High points of the season are the appearance of the Salem High School 
Symphony Orchestra and SPO’s own youth orchestra, both of which 
perform alone, then combine with the Salem Philharmonic for a grand two-
orchestra experience.  This is a rare opportunity for our young musicians to 
learn in a very direct way from more experienced mentors.

The SPO’s mission has been from its founding to provide a concert series 
free of charge, so that everyone, regardless of means, might have the 
opportunity to hear a live professional symphony orchestra, and share in 
the music that we love. We hope you can join us for our 116th season, which 
begins January 5, 2020.

salemphilharmonic.org
77 Willson Street | Salem, MA 01970











AWARDS:
2016 OpenTable Hot 100 “Top 100 Hot Spots in America” 
2015 OpenTable Hot 100 “Top 100 Hot Spots in America”
2014 OpenTable Hot 100 “Top 100 Hot Spots in America”

2012 Party Earth “Top 40 Bars in the World”
2012 Improper Bostonian Best of Boston “Best Singles Scene”

2011 Improper Bostonian Best of Boston “Best Hot Spot”
2011 Boston Magazine People’s Choice “Best New Restaurant”
2011 Boston Nightlife Awards “Best New Restaurant, Lounge”

271 Dartmouth Street • Boston, MA 02116 • 617-369-5609
NEW location at 253 Summer Street • Fort Point Channel

lolitaboston@lolitatequilabars.com






